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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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Researchers often receive greater recognition when they publish novel or striking findings, and academic
journals may be more willing to accept studies that report positive results. These incentives can create
pressure to produce clear conclusions even when evidence is uncertain. Problems arise when researchers
change their analytical methods after seeing the data or report only results that support an expected claim.
A chance pattern may then appear stronger and more reliable than it really is, especially if unsuccessful

analyses or contradictory findings remain unpublished.

The consequences can extend beyond a single paper. Other scientists may try to repeat the same study but
fail to obtain similar results, raising doubts about whether the original finding was dependable. If unreliable
conclusions enter the scientific literature, later research may build on a false assumption, wasting time
and resources. Policymakers can also be affected when they use published studies to justify regulations
or public programs. In this way, weak research practices can slow scientific progress and lead important

decisions to rest on evidence that has not been adequately tested.

One response is to require researchers to register their study plans before collecting or analyzing data
and to encourage greater sharing of data, methods, and analytical procedures. These practices can make
it easier to compare the final study with its original design and allow other researchers to examine how
results were produced. However, strict rules may not suit every field. Exploratory research often depends
on changing questions as new patterns appear, and fixed preregistration could limit useful discovery.
Preparing detailed plans, organizing data for public release, and documenting every analytical step can
also require considerable time. As a result, greater transparency can improve confidence in research, but
overly rigid requirements may reduce flexibility and increase the burden on scientists.
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