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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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Governments in some countries maintain reserves of major grains because food imports can become
unreliable during periods of bad weather, international conflict, or other disruptions. Nations that depend
heavily on overseas suppliers may be especially vulnerable when transport routes are interrupted or
exporting countries restrict sales. By purchasing grain during normal periods and storing it in public
facilities, authorities can create an emergency supply that can be used when commercial markets fail to

provide enough food.

A severe shortage can cause food prices to rise quickly, particularly in countries where domestic

production cannot replace lost imports. Higher prices may force low-income households to spend a much
larger share of their income on basic foods or reduce the amount and quality of what they eat. If shortages
continue, the effects can spread beyond individual families. Rising food costs may increase poverty, create
public dissatisfaction, and place additional pressure on government budgets used for social assistance. In

extreme cases, instability in food markets can contribute to wider economic and social problems.

One response is for governments to buy grain when supplies are stable, keep it in storage, and release

it when shortages threaten consumers. Such reserves can temporarily increase market supply and help
limit sudden price increases. However, maintaining large stocks is expensive because warehouses must be
built, operated, and protected from pests and moisture. Grain quality can also decline over time, requiring
regular replacement and careful management. Government intervention may create further problems if
purchases or releases are too large or poorly timed. Buying substantial quantities can push prices upward
during normal periods, while selling stored grain can depress prices and reduce farmers' income. As a
result, strategic reserves can strengthen food security but require careful management to avoid waste

and unnecessary market distortion.
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