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QUESTION
Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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In dry regions, farmers often depend on irrigation because rainfall is too limited to support reliable crop
production. Irrigation water naturally contains small amounts of dissolved salts, and repeated use can
gradually change the condition of the soil. When water applied to fields evaporates or is taken up by plants,
much of the salt remains behind. If this process continues for many years, salt concentrations can rise to
levels that damage crops. The problem is especially serious where drainage is poor, since salts cannot
easily move away from the root zone.

Increasing soil salinity can reduce agricultural productivity in several ways. High salt levels make it harder
for plant roots to absorb water and nutrients, even when the soil appears moist. Crops may grow more
slowly, produce smaller harvests, or fail completely in heavily affected fields. Farmers may respond by
changing crops or applying more water, but these measures do not always solve the underlying problem.
If salinity becomes severe, some land may eventually be abandoned because continued cultivation is no
longer economically practical. This can reduce farm income and shrink the amount of productive land
available in already water-scarce regions.

One common response is to improve drainage and apply additional water to flush salts below the root
zone. Properly designed systems can help restore soil conditions and keep farmland productive. However,
the method has important limitations. Large volumes of fresh water are needed, which can be difficult to
secure in regions where water resources are already scarce. In addition, the drainage water produced by
this process often contains high concentrations of salt. Releasing it untreated can damage rivers, wetlands,
or downstream farmland. Authorities and farmers must therefore find safe ways to collect and dispose of
saline drainage, adding further costs and management challenges.
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