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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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READING

Large quantities of plant-based products, including fruit, young plants, and timber, are traded across
national borders every day. This commerce supports agriculture and construction, but it can also move
unwanted organisms from one region to another. Insects, eggs, fungi, or other pathogens may remain
hidden on plants, packaging, or wood during transport. If they survive the journey and enter a place where
they were previously absent, they may establish new populations. Because international trade connects
distant ecosystems more quickly than natural movement would, even a small number of contaminated

shipments can create opportunities for agricultural pests to spread.

The consequences can be severe when introduced pests encounter few natural enemies. Their populations
may expand rapidly and damage crops, forests, or other valuable vegetation. Farmers can lose harvests,
while forestry businesses may face reduced timber supplies or higher management costs. Governments
and landowners may also need to spend large amounts on monitoring, pesticides, removal programs, or
quarantine measures once an invasive pest becomes established. In some cases, complete eradication is no
longer possible, meaning that control costs continue for many years. The economic burden can therefore

extend far beyond the original shipment that carried the organism.

To reduce these risks, governments can strengthen inspections of imported plants and require treatments
that kill pests before goods enter the country. Heat treatment, cleaning, or other procedures can lower
the chance that harmful organisms survive transportation. However, such measures have important
limitations. Very small insects, eggs, or pathogens can be difficult to detect, especially when huge volumes
of cargo must be examined quickly. More thorough inspection also takes time and requires trained staff
and specialized facilities. If controls become too strict or slow, shipments may be delayed and trading
costs can rise. Authorities must therefore balance effective biosecurity with the need to keep international

commerce moving efficiently.
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