IDIY Write EEX 7Y » b EDIEDICEED)

£t Bt /

QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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In cold regions, large quantities of chloride-based deicing salts are spread on roads during winter

to prevent ice from forming and reduce traffic accidents. These materials are effective and relatively
inexpensive, which makes them widely used by local authorities. However, the salt does not remain on
the road. When snow melts or rain falls, dissolved chloride can be washed into nearby streams, lakes,
and groundwater. Because chloride breaks down very slowly, repeated winter applications can cause
concentrations to build up over many years, especially in areas with heavy road traffic and limited water

circulation. Pollution can therefore continue even outside the winter season.

Rising salt levels can create several environmental and practical problems. Many freshwater organisms
and plants are sensitive to changes in salinity, so long-term exposure can alter aquatic ecosystems

and reduce the survival of vulnerable species. Chloride can also reach sources used for drinking water,
creating additional treatment challenges for water suppliers. Infrastructure near roads may be affected
as well. Salt can accelerate corrosion in bridges, pipes, vehicles, and other metal structures, increasing
maintenance costs for both governments and individuals. The damage can therefore extend beyond the

natural environment and create continuing financial burdens for communities.

One response is to apply deicing chemicals more precisely by using weather forecasts, road sensors,

and improved spreading equipment so that less material is wasted. Authorities can also replace some
conventional salt with alternatives that create less environmental harm. However, these options involve
trade-offs. Some substitute materials are more expensive, while others may not work as effectively under
very cold conditions. Reducing salt use too aggressively can also leave roads dangerously icy and increase
the risk of accidents. Governments must therefore balance water protection with public safety, making it

difficult to eliminate reliance on deicing salts completely.
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