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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.

LTFDEEE%ZFAs. CEIRVEBDPDEREZFE > TERFBTENLALET LV, 0~NM0EBTEHNLARE W,

READING

Modern companies often obtain raw materials, components, and finished goods from suppliers located
in many different countries. These arrangements can lower costs and give firms access to specialized
producers, but they also create long and complicated supply chains. A company selling the final product
may have direct contact with only a small number of major suppliers, while those firms rely on
subcontractors and farms further down the chain. If forced labor is used at these earlier stages, the
company whose brand appears on the product may have little information about the conditions under

which materials were produced.

This lack of visibility can create serious ethical and commercial problems. Workers may be denied basic
rights while helping to produce goods sold at low prices in distant markets. When such practices are
uncovered, companies can also suffer reputational damage as consumers question whether they have
taken enough responsibility for their suppliers. In some cases, firms may lose access to important markets
if authorities restrict products linked to abusive labor practices. The effects can therefore extend beyond
the workers directly involved and create financial risks for businesses that fail to examine their supply

networks carefully.

To address the problem, some governments require companies to investigate labor conditions among their
suppliers and publicly report what they find. Authorities may also block imports of goods believed to have
been produced with forced labor. These measures are intended to make companies more accountable and
reduce demand for products linked to abuse. However, tracing the origin of raw materials through many
layers of suppliers can be extremely difficult, especially where records are incomplete. Strict due-diligence
requirements can also create high compliance costs, and small producers may struggle to provide the
documentation demanded by large international buyers. As a result, rules designed to improve labor

standards could unintentionally exclude some smaller suppliers from global markets.
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