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QUESTION
Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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Advances in medicine have produced treatments that can greatly improve the lives of patients with serious
diseases. Gene therapies and new cancer drugs, for example, may offer benefits that were previously
impossible, but some of these medicines cost extremely large amounts for each patient. When public
health systems agree to cover such treatments, they must pay for them from budgets that are already used
for many other forms of care. As more expensive medicines become available, governments face increasing
difficulty deciding how limited health-care funds should be distributed without weakening other parts of

the medical system.

High spending on a small number of treatments can have consequences for the wider medical system.
If a large share of public funding is directed toward costly drugs, less money may remain for hospitals,
preventive care, routine treatment, and other services used by many patients. Governments may also
respond by raising insurance contributions or taxes to maintain overall levels of care. This creates

a difficult balance between providing access to innovative medicines for people who need them and

ensuring that public resources remain available for the broader population.

One response is for governments or public insurers to negotiate directly with pharmaceutical companies
over prices. Some systems also link payment to how well a treatment works, allowing the amount paid to
reflect the benefits patients actually receive. These approaches can help control spending while preserving
access to new medicines. However, they also involve risks. If prices are pushed too low, drug companies
may reduce investment in research for future treatments. Firms may also postpone or avoid introducing
new medicines in markets where expected returns are limited. As a result, efforts to make current

treatments more affordable could reduce incentives to develop or supply innovative drugs in the future.
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