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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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Many dams were built on rivers in the past to control floods, generate electricity, and support local water
supplies. As these structures age, however, the cost of inspecting, repairing, and maintaining them can
rise significantly. Some older dams no longer provide the same economic benefits they once did, especially
when their power output or other uses have declined. At the same time, dams can block fish from reaching
spawning areas and interrupt the natural movement of sediment downstream, gradually changing the

physical and ecological character of rivers.

These changes can create long-term problems. When fish cannot migrate freely, populations may fall and
food webs can be disrupted. Sediment that would normally move downstream can instead accumulate

behind a dam, reducing storage capacity and weakening the structure's original ability to manage water.
Large amounts of trapped material may also place additional pressure on aging facilities. If maintenance
is delayed because of rising costs, concerns about future safety can increase, particularly in areas where

communities have developed below old dams.

One proposed solution is to remove dams that are no longer considered necessary and allow rivers to
return to a more natural condition. Removing a barrier can reconnect habitats, restore the movement

of water and sediment, and improve conditions for aquatic species. However, the process can create
new risks. Material that has built up behind a dam may be released rapidly during or after removal, and
some of it may contain pollutants that can spread downstream. Local residents may also oppose removal
because they worry that it could reduce flood protection or affect access to water they have long depended
on. These concerns can make dam-removal projects difficult to approve even when environmental
benefits are expected, especially where residents remain uncertain about how river conditions will change

afterward.
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