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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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PFAS are a large group of chemicals that have been used for decades in products such as water-resistant
materials, industrial coatings, and firefighting foams. Because these substances break down very slowly,
they can remain in the environment for long periods after their release. In some areas, PFAS from factories,
military bases, and training facilities have seeped into nearby soil, groundwater, and rivers. Once these
chemicals enter water systems, they can spread beyond the original source and contaminate supplies
used for drinking. This means communities may continue to face pollution even after the activities that

caused it have ended.

Long-term exposure to PFAS has raised concerns about possible effects on human health, although
scientists are still studying the risks associated with different compounds and exposure levels. When
contamination is discovered, local authorities may need to test water more frequently, provide alternative
supplies, or improve treatment systems to ensure that residents have access to safe drinking water. These
measures can place a heavy financial burden on municipalities, especially when contamination affects
large areas or persists for many years. In addition to possible health consequences, PFAS pollution can

therefore create substantial and continuing costs for communities.

Governments are responding by restricting the use and release of PFAS and by establishing stricter
limits for drinking water. Treatment facilities are also installing advanced systems that can remove these
chemicals before water reaches consumers. However, these efforts face serious difficulties. PFAS consist
of thousands of different substances, and methods that work well for some may be less effective for
others, making comprehensive monitoring and removal difficult. Specialized treatment equipment is also
expensive to install and operate. Furthermore, the materials used to capture PFAS eventually become
contaminated themselves and must be replaced and disposed of safely, adding further costs and creating

additional waste-management challenges.
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