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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 90 and 110 words.
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As cities grow, natural ground is increasingly covered by roads, parking areas, sidewalks, and buildings.
Unlike soil and vegetation, these surfaces prevent much of the rainwater from soaking into the ground.
Instead, water flows rapidly across streets and into drainage networks. Many of these systems were built
decades ago, when urban populations were smaller and severe storms were less common. As a result, they

may struggle to handle the large volumes of runoff produced during periods of intense rainfall.

When drainage systems reach their limits, the consequences can be serious. Water may collect quickly
in low-lying neighborhoods, flooding homes, stores, and public buildings. Roads can become impassable,
while rail and bus services may be interrupted, making it difficult for residents to travel or for emergency
vehicles to reach affected areas. Repeated flooding can also damage underground utilities and other
infrastructure, requiring costly repairs. In areas where such events occur frequently, businesses may lose
income and residents may face repeated disruptions to daily life. These problems have led many cities to

seek ways of reducing the amount of storm water entering drainage systems during heavy rain.

One possible response is the use of permeable pavement. This material contains small openings that allow
rainwater to pass through the surface and enter layers below, where it can be stored temporarily or
absorbed into the ground. By reducing the amount of water entering drains at once, it may lower flood
risk and reduce pressure on drainage systems. However, the pavement has an important limitation. Dirt,
leaves, and other particles can gradually block its openings, making it less effective. Special cleaning is
therefore required to maintain its performance. Such maintenance can be expensive, particularly when
the pavement is installed across large areas, and cities that cannot provide regular upkeep may find that
its benefits decline over time.
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