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QUESTION

Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.
Summarize it between 60 and 70 words.
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Groundwater supplies drinking water, supports agriculture, and is used by factories in many
regions. When it is pumped out faster than nature replaces it, underground water levels can
fall. Artificial groundwater recharge aims to return rainwater or treated surface water below
the ground through ponds, wells, or special channels during periods when water is available,

storing it for later use.

Supporters say the practice has several advantages. Storing water underground can increase
water supplies that communities can use during times when water resources are limited.
For example, during dry seasons or droughts, when rivers and reservoirs may contain less
water, this system can provide an important additional water source. Moreover, it can reduce
land subsidence. When too much groundwater is removed, empty spaces underground may

collapse and cause the surface to sink, but maintaining water levels can lower this risk.

However, critics raise concerns. Water used for recharge may carry chemicals, bacteria, or
other pollutants into underground supplies if it is not treated carefully. Once contamination
spreads below ground, removing it can be extremely difficult. The systems also require
ongoing spending. Facilities must be regularly inspected, maintained, and tested to ensure

that the recharge process continues to operate safely throughout the year.
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